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Playing Up a Grade Policy 
 
 
Blue Rovers Junior Football Club will continually look for children to play in a team that suits 

their abilities, and this may be that they play up a Grade. 

 

If a parent/caregiver wishes for their child to play up a Grade they must firstly nominate their 

child to trial in their actual Grade.  As a result of that trial, the team selection panel may 

suggest that the child trial in a higher Grade, in which case the child will return on the 

supplementary day to trial in that higher Grade.  This requirement does not apply to Grade 7 

children who may automatically trial for Grade 8, but are not eligible to trial for Grade 9. 

 

The selection panel at the trials will determine the makeup of each team, including those 

children who have trialled up.  If the panel decides that the child is not up to the standard 

required for a competitive team, they must not place the child in a social team as it would be 

more beneficial for the child to play in a competitive team in their own Grade. 

 

After team selection and training has started, a coach may suggest to the Grade Co-

ordinator of a higher Grade that they have a child who would benefit from playing in the 

higher Grade.  The Co-ordinator will advise the coaches of the competitive teams about the 

player, who may take the child into the team if there is no impact on team balance, and has 

also considered the effect on a child who may be dropped to a lower team.  This process 

also applies to a player who will benefit from playing in a higher team in their own Grade. 

 

A coach of a higher Grade or Division may not poach players from another team.  If a parent 

wishes for their child to play in a different team, and the coaches of the teams do not agree 

on the process, the parent must apply to the Committee for permission to move their child, 

the decision being final and binding.  This process also applies to children wishing to play 

down a Division. 

 

With agreement of their coach, a child may train with a team in a higher Grade, without 

playing for that team, to develop their skills.  The child must also train with their own team, at 

least once a week, for the purpose of team dynamics and strategy. 

 

Note that WaiBOP Football Playing Regulations stipulate that a child cannot drop back a 

grade or division once they have played four weeks in a higher grade or division.  This would 

allow a child to play up on a couple of occasions for experience, or to fill a temporary 

shortage in a team.  Playing up in this circumstance must be in agreement with the child’s 

coach. 
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